
General Focus Check-In Meeting – July 22, 2025 
 

Please note that at this time AI programs are not allowed at WSDA hosted meetings and they will be 

denied or removed from the meeting.  

WSDA Focus on Food – Katie Rains 
• Gov. Ferguson signed the state biennial budget in May. Delays with OFM and new processes 

within the agency have delayed the final Food Assistance budget.  

• Supplemental budget: WSDA has not been invited to submit decision package proposals to the 

governor’s office for the upcoming session (2026).  

• Federal changes: WSDA and Food Assistance won’t be able to offer leadership but please share 

your challenges so we can share them with the governor’s office.  

• Contact: 

o Katie Rains, Food Policy Advisor to the Director 

o krains@agr.wa.gov  

o 360-688-4549 

Washington Food Coalition – Trish Twomey, Kyla Tucker 
• Seeds to Success Conference in Kennewick/Tri-Cities September 17-19. Registration is open: 

WFC Member link, Non-Member Link 

• Statewide Fresh Results Awards will be honored at the Conference. 

o Recommend nominees: farmers, growers, etc. Nomination link here. 

• Monday, July 28th 12-1pm, virtual lunch and learn about the community solar expansion 

program, register here.  

• Senior Nutrition Toolkit: download digital copy here or request printed copy here 

• Contact: 

o Trish Twomey, Executive Director 

o trish@wafoodcoalition.org   

Harvest Against Hunger – David Bobanick 
• Farm to Food Pantry contracts almost completed, sent out via DocuSign. 

o Received more applicants than could be funded.  

o Apologies for those not awarded.  

• No Small-Scale Capacity Grants this year 

o King County has a local food infrastructure grant program, link on the HAH website 

• Gleaning Network report almost done, communicating the impacts of gleaning and produce 

recovery over the past year. 

o Will soon release a toolkit for organizations who want to start gleaning  

• HarvestVista team fully recruited, partnering with orgs.  

• Contact info:  

o David Bobanick 

o David@harvestagainsthunger.org  
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Advocacy Updates – Claire Lane, Aaron Czyzewski 
• HR 1 applies massive cuts to Medicaid and SNAP.  

o Cuts SNAP in three ways: 

▪ Limiting eligibility as of Sept 1st:  

• DSHS estimates 110,000 people will lose eligibility 

• Expands work requirements 

o 20hr/week year round 

o More documentation requirements 

o Volunteer work counts toward work requirement 

▪ DSHS is putting together a process to engage 

community partners.  

• Removes exemptions:  

o Veterans 

o Homeless 

o Single parents 

o Former foster children 

• Removes waiver for areas with high unemployment rates  

▪ Underlying formula “Thrifty Food Plan” 5 year re-evaluation/adjustments, also 

used for TEFAP and summer EBT 

• New data cannot change allocation. 5 year re-evaluation cannot lead to 

an increase.  

• Affects the purchasing power of TEFAP and SNAP moving forward. 

▪ Currently, states pay 50% admin costs, 0% food costs 

• Will become states paying 75% admin costs, goes into effect Nov 2026.  

• And payment accuracy rates will impact the state’s food costs 

• 6%+ error rate will increase food costs (5-15%) 

• WA’s error rate is 6.06% as of July 2025, which would mean $130M in 

food costs in addition to $10s of Millions for the additional 25% in 

admin costs.  

• Concerns that additional documentation in an effort to reduce error 

rates will slow process and increase the administrative burden of this 

program  

o Congress also defunded SNAP-Ed 

▪ Advocacy is in progress to restore funding in the appropriations process. Please 

contact Claire with SNAP-Ed stories to share with Patty Murray.  

▪ Goes into effect Sept 1st 

o Contact Claire with any questions, happy to talk.  

• For politicians, it’s the interim/recess/district work period.  

• Need to start figuring out solutions to bring forward to lawmakers during recess.  

o Please meet with lawmakers.  

• September is Hunger Action Month.  

o Let’s be active every day in September 

• Possible press conference with Governor Ferguson regarding SNAP cuts.  

• Rep. Kristine Reeves introduced a statewide food security strategy bill last session.  

o Interested in hosting stakeholder meetings for input on the bill.  



• At Food Lifeline, we’re trying to decide on priorities asap (August) to give lawmakers the most 

time to strategize.  

• Statewide food donation work group to make recommendations about best practices for food 

donations from the retail sector, will be available soon.  

• Questions: 

o Is there a good white paper available that sums up all Claire is sharing? 

▪ Yes, CBP, FRAC has info, will prep a big update for AHNC and prepare something 

(FRAC link). 

o Will DSHS reach out to food banks for volunteer eligibility? 

▪ Recommend DSHS contact WFC to disseminate information.  

o Claire, let us know how Solid Ground could provide support.  

o Claire Lane, here are some Washington testimonials about SNAP-Ed, put together by the 

Association of SNAP Nutrition Education Administrators (ASNNA): 

https://savesnaped.org/washington-testimonials/  

▪ This is perfect! I’m working with ASNNA and some WA SNAP Ed advocates on 

this meeting w/ Patty Murray – you all have been amazing! 

o These SNAP cuts because of employment status will immediately impact immigrants, 

homeless people, veterans, caregivers of kids over 14 yrs old, people in areas of high 

unemployment (especially seasonal workers) 

o My reps are asking me for a comprehensive figure that encompasses all of the cuts to 

WA State around food. LFPA, CCC, TEFAP, SNAP etc. Are any of you aware of who is 

working on that kind of overall picture? 

o One advocacy step you can take: sign on this letter to the MAHA Commission in support 

of GusNIP (SNAP Match/fruit & veg incentive programs): 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9hbLOQOHlWAFAoZXNClfLPjQNsNbNew

ufnmyzxzGX_z-19A/viewform  

o Met with Reps yesterday, who requested a comprehensive picture on the funding cuts. 

Has anyone got that started? When do the cuts go into effect? LFPA, CCC, SNAP, etc.  

▪ Yes, analysis of the bill is ongoing, the bill is huge and it moved fast. Food Policy 

Forum of getting metrics together. DSHS is struggling to figure things out but 

have some numbers 

▪ That’s a great question and I have continued to seek a detailed summary of the 

impact of CCC, LFPA, and EFAP on hunger relief. Now we have the complicated 

SNAP cuts to try to summarize.  

o To be clear they did not even read it, I can’t imagine how much there is to shift through.  

o The former impact organizations, SNAP directly impacts families’ benefits. 

o Also, for clarity at one point it was estimated that 40-60% of the TEFAP operating funds 

were included in the BBB thru the SNAP cuts. Do we know if those went through on the 

final bill and do we know what %? 

▪ Aaron would know that more than I do – I haven’t heard about a cut to TEFAP 

admin but that’s definitely in Feeding America’s wheelhouse to know those 

details.  

▪ I’ll check on this. Here is one TEFAP reference I found in the bill analysis: TEFAP 

– Emergency Food Assistance (Farm to Food Bank Projects) [Sec. 10603] 

This proposal will extend $4 million per year in mandatory funding to carry out 

TEFAP Farm to Food Bank Projects for each fiscal year through Fiscal Year 2031. 

Effective Date: No specified effective date; effective upon enactment. 
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o To add a twist to all these impacts, Congress has simultaneously been going through the 

"normal" appropriations process - which likely will impact WIC negatively - but it's not 

clear they will be able to pass a final budget by the end of the federal fiscal year on Sept 

30. So there seems to be a real risk of a government shut down before they can get to a 

final budget for federal fiscal year 2026   

• Contact: 

o Aaron Czyzewski, aaronc@foodlifeline.org (813) 503-3535 

o Claire Lane, Claire.Lane2@gmail.com (206) 446-0966 

o Craig Gibson, craigg@foodlifeline.org  

Resiliency Grants – Britt Beug, WSDA FA 
• Round 5 (July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026) 

o No final budget yet (estimate $12-14M) 

o Application reviews completed – thank you to reviewers 

o Regional discussions and calls wrap up this week 

o Award and non-award notifications expected to go out early August 

o Agreements to follow notifications 

• Contact: 

o foodassistancegrants@agr.wa.gov 

o Resiliency Grants Webpage 

Food Updates – James Scovel, WSDA FA 
• Food Update July 2025 
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• From July to September, Washington will get 59 trucks of fresh items (grapes, cheese, 

nectarines, peaches, tomatoes, oranges, plums, etc.) 

• We must move all these items as quickly as possible to avoid loss due to spoilage.  

• We will be getting grapes every month through December. There will be a similar volume of 

grapes each month (7-8 trucks), plan accordingly to get them out and keep them moving.  

• Expect additional bonus.  

• Reserve Warehouse 

 

 

 



• Contact: 

o James Scovel – jscovel@agr.wa.gov, 360-725-5641 

o John Carney – john.carney@agr.wa.gov, 360-485-1258 

o Website: https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access 

Reminders – James Scovel, Mallorie Shellmer and Kyle Merslich, WSDA 

FA 
• FA Emergency Management (Fire Emergency Reminders) 

• Food Assistance Supports Emergency Response and Natural Disasters 

o USDA Foods 

▪ Food Reimbursement – if Presidential Disaster Declaration 

• James will notify to track TEFAP disaster feeding in preparation for 

reimbursement, but it’s a good idea to track anyway in case.  

▪ D-SNAP and USDA Foods – no restrictions 

o Contact 

▪ First, contact the county’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 

• Inform them of additional needs 

▪ Second, contact Lead Agency/WSDA FA 

• James Scovel/Regional Rep 

• Information Needed:  

o Contact person 

o About/location 

o Scope of impact 

o Access to resources 

o FA Response 

▪ Agency Response will provide available resources from USDA Western Region 

Office (WRO) 

▪ FA will assist with contacting county EOC if needed 

• EFAP and EFAP-Tribal Closeout Season 

o Closeout Reports (includes client data) 

▪ EFAP-Tribal due August 1st  

▪ EFAP, STOWW, SPIPA due August 15th 

▪ Send entire workbook – EFAP State, Enhanced, Supplemental 

▪ Instructions to follow 

▪ Client data reminder: submit changes in workbook, notify Rep of changes.  

o Annual Equipment and Capital Improvement Inventory Reports due August 15th 

▪ Lead Agencies submit all Lead and Sub Agency Equipment, Equipment Repairs 

and Capital Improvements purchased with FA funds (regardless of percentage).  

• Food Assistance Photos 

o Help Food Assistance tell the hunger relief story 

▪ Send us your photos 

▪ Photo release form required if there are people in the photos (link) 

▪ If there are no people, FA still needs permission to use your photos (email is 

great) 

• Comments 
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o Are you starting to analyze what the impact will be to the emergency management 

plans across the state now that FEMA is in its current state. How does the cuts to FEMA 

impact that possibility? 

▪ No information received on FEMA impacts. Meetings for Agriculture’s 

Emergency Management are scheduled, but haven’t received an agenda.  

▪ We will share these questions with Aaron Coyle, the WSDA Emergency 

Management person.  

o The president had his agency burn tens of millions of pounds of food intended for 

international relief programs rather than send them to starving people – just saying, I’m 

not hopeful about presidential declarations for food for food banks.  

o Greenacre Fire in Omak – about 20 houses destroyed or affected, most uninsured.  

▪ We are sending food to OCCAC to help with the Omak fires. In addition Rural 

Resources will be getting there Reserve warehouse items. That load will land 

late this week or early next week.  

Updates – Kim Eads, WSDA FA 
• FA Internal Staffing Transitions 

o Jessica Hernandez is transitioning from We Feed WA to FA and will be the FA Grants 

Administrator for Resiliency Grants and Farm to Community.  

▪ Ashley Blowers from We Feed WA has joined the FA Resiliency Grants team. 

o Erin Kester is transitioning from being an FA Regional Rep to FA Resiliency Grants 

Specialist Supervisor.  

o Mallorie Shellmer is transitioning from being an FA Regional Rep to FA Specialist 

Regional Rep Supervisor 

▪ Two new Regional Reps will be joining the team in August. 

▪ Regional Rep territories will shift and we will share an updated map. 

o Staff will be performing dual roles during the transition, so you can contact your current 

rep.  

• Budget and Other Updates 

• State Budget Update July 1, 2025-June 30, 2027 

o Snapshot of approved state budget buckets (pass-through) to date: 

 

o If you haven’t received your EFAP Agreement, make sure your EFAP application is 

complete and all your documentation is in. 

o Other budget buckets (not approved yet): Resiliency Grants, Food Rescue Grant 

Program (formerly WCDGP) anticipate final later in early August and retroactive to July 

1, 2025. Misc Agreements (WFC, CH) in-process now. 

o Reminder: Please keep your Secretary of State, SAM, and Statewide Vendor information 

up to date. We are required to use this information in our Agreements (including DBA), 

even if there are misspellings.  



o FFY 2026 Federal Estimates Only: For our planning purposes, we are estimating a 

reduction in TEFAP funding and food, and possible elimination of CSFP. We do not 

anticipate renewal of TEFAP R&R or FTFB. 

• Things we are hearing on the federal front: 

o We have received no specific guidance from USDA FNS for TEFAP and CSFP regarding 

recent federal changes.  

▪ Civil Rights: Removes gender identity as a protected class. 

• Rescinds May 5, 2022 Bostock Policy (may apply to schools only?) 

• Public source: https://www.cacfp.org/2025/07/07/usda-rescinds-

guidance-on-interpretation-of-discrimination-based-on-sex/  

▪ Verification of citizenship for receipt of “public benefits” may not apply to 

TEFAP and CSFP: 

• Federal Register: Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 

Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA): Interpretation of “Federal Public 

Benefit”  

▪ Will take anything we receive from USDA to our Attorney General for guidance.  

▪ 2018 Farm Bill: Currently extended through September 30, 2025. Changes 

would impact our programs.  

• Appreciate those who share what they hear from lawmakers. Please continue, as advocates 

often hear things sooner than formal guidance comes through channels.  

• Comments 

o I am hearing it takes 2 PEOPLE to replace Mallorie! Thanks for all of your hard work. 

▪ It’s intended to be one for Erin, and one for me. Erin has been a stellar member 

of our team as well and leaves big shoes to fill! 

o WA State Anti Discrimination still covers Gender Identity. Please be sure that we are still 

stressing that as a protected class for service. Do Not Obey in Advance.  

o FYI, gender identity is a protected class for WA  

o https://www.aclu-wa.org/pages/rights-transgender-people-washington-state-

discrimination-and-harassment  

o USDA issued new something, to participate in a new database to upload detailed 

participation data for SNAP. 14 states oppose, including WA AG. One more day for 

“public” comment, un-regular status. So many restrictions and opening to privacy 

issues. Will share information of SNAP database. Another obstacle for asking for help 

and receiving help. Thank you to WSDA and the WA hunger relief system for providing 

food to those in need.  

▪ Medicaid is sharing info w/ICE. 

Office Hours & Trainings – Kim Eads, WSDA FA 
• LFPA 

o Quarterly open office hours: TBD 

o Quarterly reports due July 20th  

o Farm to Community Team 

o Contact Jeff Mathias – jeff.mathias@agr.wa.gov 

• Lead Agency – Core Programs 

o 1st Tuesday of the month, 9:30-10:30am 

o Q&A, info sharing, problem solving 

https://www.cacfp.org/2025/07/07/usda-rescinds-guidance-on-interpretation-of-discrimination-based-on-sex/
https://www.cacfp.org/2025/07/07/usda-rescinds-guidance-on-interpretation-of-discrimination-based-on-sex/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/10/2025-12691/personal-responsibility-and-work-opportunity-reconciliation-act-of-1996-prwora-interpretation-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/10/2025-12691/personal-responsibility-and-work-opportunity-reconciliation-act-of-1996-prwora-interpretation-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/10/2025-12691/personal-responsibility-and-work-opportunity-reconciliation-act-of-1996-prwora-interpretation-of
https://www.aclu-wa.org/pages/rights-transgender-people-washington-state-discrimination-and-harassment
https://www.aclu-wa.org/pages/rights-transgender-people-washington-state-discrimination-and-harassment
mailto:jeff.mathias@agr.wa.gov


o Contact your Regional Representative 

• Resiliency Grant 

o Open Office Hours TBD 

o Contact Erin Kester or Britt Beug – foodassistancegrants@agr.wa.gov  

• Food Order Work Group Meeting 

o TBD 

o Contact: James Scovel – jscovel@agr.wa.gov, 360-725-5641 or John Carney – 

john.carney@agr.wa.gov, 360-485-1258 

Upcoming: 
• Lead Agency Check-In Meeting 

o Friday, August 1st 9:00-10:00am 

• General Focus Check-In Meeting (presentation from Blue Sky Minds) 

o Tuesday, August 19th 9:00-10:00am 

• Lead Agency Check-In Meeting 

o Friday, September 5th 9:00-10:00am 
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